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President’s Corner 

by Todd Tyer 
 

Hello to all! I hope this finds you all well and 
riding! As I start this last presidentÕs corner for 
the year I would like to thank all the members 
and the board for a great experience as your 
president. Without further ado The State of the 
Club as I see it. 
 
Hopefully you all have had as good a year as I 
have had. I actually got to ride on almost a 
monthly basis which is pretty good for me. We 
started the year off in January with Chili and 
Changing Tires at the VaughanÕs. Everyone had 
a great time and Katelyn even got some Girl  
Scout Cookies sold, saving dad from buying 
them all! Thanks to the VaughanÕs for hosting a 
great event. Our ride coordinators did a good job 
of keeping us busy the fi rst Sunday of every 
month.  We had a number of great rides after the 
meetings with some good destinations, including 
several airfields and the Kennedy racing shop. 
We also added a number of new members with 
some returning after years away. Included in our 
new members is our area racer, Steve Kennedy, 
currently recovering from a Florida racing 
wreck. The whole Club wishes him a speedy 
recovery. WeÕre looking forward to seeing him 
at the meetings and on the track.  
 
WeÕve had some great turnouts at all the ClubÕs 
meeting and at the events in the area. I was 
especially pleased with the Club turnout at the 
Dealer open houses even as far away as 
MortonÕs and BobÕs.  
 
We have had a fi rst rate Board and slate of 
Offi cers this year. All of our Offi cers have done 
a great job in their post. They have all exceeded 
in their job descriptions and have been a great 
help in the Clubs events and business this year. 
Thanks to Gerry Schulte we have a revised set of 

bylaws, something the board and the club has 
been discussing for several years. All the board 
members were helpful in the editing and 
additions to the bylaws. 
 
We also have had a lot of changes to the Club 
Web Site, Thanks to Charlie Vaughan for all his 
hard work and for his ideas.  He has worked 
hard to bring changes to the site to make it more 
user friendly and easier to update. We said 
goodbye to our past web master Archie 
Patterson this year and wished him well in 
Michigan.   
 
We also had some changes in the Newsletter 
Editor position. We were happy to have the 
experience of Gary Shanafelt to take over for the 
departing Kyle Arnett who went south with the 
Coast Guard. IÕm very thankful for GaryÕs work 
as editor cause I need all the help I can get. Gary 
adds his stories and experience to an otherwise 
slim edition each month. He also whips me in to 
an article each month, I donÕt know if I want to 
think him for that or not!   
  
 Our club participated in three Marathons (the 
proper way with a motor in between the wheels) 
either escorting Offi cials or riding cameramen, 
all three them giving the club positive exposure 
in the area and giving our members a chance 
have a little fun. The Yorktown Marathon 
donated several hundred dollars to the Club for 
our membersÕ participation. Thanks to both the 
members and the Marathon. After riding in a 
few of these you find itÕs enough fun to do for 
free! 
 
 We had a great rally this year with good 
weather and a better turnout than last year! I 
hope it will continue to get the great reviews 
from those who attended as weÕve had the last 
few years. The main thanks for me goes to Carol 
Beals! As one member put it we would be hard 
pressed to find someone to put so much work 
into a project like this each year. This Rally has 
the chance to really grow and I think it will. A 
lot of our members pitched in to help with setup, 
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clean up and the events and we couldnÕt do it 
without them. Larry kept the fi re going, the 
camp clean and secure for the whole weekend. 
Thanks to all the members who donated their 
time, grills, trucks, trailers and backs to put on a 
great Rally. 
 
 The field events went well with fun had by all! 
Pictures up on the web site! We had new 
members and those who always participate 
compete for awards and fun! Overall I think we 
had great Rally! 
 
This year we raised a record amount for our 
charity, Autism Society of America. The club 
turned out to help with all aspects of the rally 
and we had a huge amount of help from the 
ASA volunteers. The Charity Ride was a great 
success for our charity this year. The route was a 
nice tour of the area enjoyed by all. Thanks 
again to the ASA volunteers and the Overton 
family.  The Beals and Overton Families really 
put in a huge amount of time and effort in to the 
preparations, presentation and conducting of the 
Rally. Thanks again to everyone who helped and 
who attended!!! !!!! !!!! !!! !!!! !!!! !!!! !!!  
 
We moved from the Rally right into Election 
time and next Sunday we all get to vote for Our 
Offi cers and Board members. I hope all of you 
will take a trip on Sunday to vote or send in your 
proxy with any member.  
 
THANKS AGAIN FOR A GREAT YEAR! I 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!   
 
Hope to see you all at the meeting on Sunday!                                                                                                                                 
  Ride Safe, 

 Todd T. Tyer 

President BMWMCHR  

Tech Tip Roundup 
by Gary Shanafelt 

 
In an attempt to close the books on the MOA 
Rally, here are a couple of Òfloor sweepingsÓ 
picked up during the Tech Sessions with Paul 
Graves and Tom Cutter: 
 

• Load the left side panniers 3 to 4 pounds 
heavier than the right to offset the 
weight of the tranny and drive shaft. 

• Are you riding on old ÒnewÓ tires?  
When you buy new tires look for the 
manufacturing date embossed on the 
side.  The number 0842 means the tire 
was manufactured in the year 2008 on 
the 42nd week.  Any tire that is no more 
than fi ve years old is probably okay but 
anything beyond that is questionable. 

• No matter what you paid for your torque 
wrench, it is only going to be accurate 
within 30%. 

• If you have not already done so, replace 
the brake lines on your airhead. (I think 
he was talking about me.) 

• DonÕt burn aviation gas in your old 
airhead. (I was surprised at the number 
of guys doing this.) Not only is it illegal 
but the lead additives wonÕt work.  
Upgrade your valves and seats instead. 

• If you are going to winterize your 
battery, wash it off really well, dry it 
and hook it to a battery-tender.  You can 
do two batteries at the same time by 
hooking them in parallel; positive-to-
positive, etc. Sometime during the 
winter, attach a 12V light and run the 
batteries down to a deep discharge, then 
recharge. 



 
Ghost Rider 

written by Neil Peart 
 reviewed by Gary Shanafelt 

 
 
I am so quick to prejudge 

people that I should never be put on a jury. 
(Your Honor, it’s obvious that this man is guilty; 
why look at that ponytail and that stupid 
earring! And by the way Judge, you can tell by 
that girl’s sweet smile that she is clearly 
innocent.  Case(s) closed.) You can imagine my 
skepticism when ???? up at Redline 
recommended I read Ghost Rider by Neil Peart, 
drummer for the Canadian rock band 
ÒRushÓÉo f which I had never heard.   
 
Neil is a hard-core bike rider that counts the 
miles on his R1100RS-Adv in the Hundreds of 
Thousands! Neil experienced sequential 

personal tragedies that would grind a lesser 
person into dust.  In an attempt to confront his 
internal personal issues and restore what he 
refers to as his Òbaby soleÓ, Neil loaded his 
BMW and started off on and undefined, open-
ended journey from his home near Taranto. 
 
I was quickly surprised at Mr. PeartÕs depth of 
knowledge about the places he visited and the 
characters of note that inhabited those places.  
His vocabulary is robust and knowledge of the 
vernacular is extensive. 
 
No one should experience the events that drove 
Neil to begin his odyssey but I quickly became 
jealous of his agenda-he simply didnÕt have one.  
Though parts of the book are morose, his smooth 
flowing writing style and plethora of interesting 
descriptions of locations  and events makes this 
book a great Christmas gift. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
The picture that introduced 
last monthÕs die Zeituing is of 
club member Angela Gress, 
whose smile seemed to 
capture the Rally atmosphere. 
 

 


